
Former Baltimore Raven speaks on 
gay rights at McDaniel  College  

5th Annual “A Day On Not A Day Off” celebration  
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B 
rendon Ayanbadejo, 

former Super Bowl 

player with the Bal-

timore Ravens, paid a visit 

to McDaniel College on 

October 16, 2013. Before a 

large audience in Alumni 

Hall, introduced by Direc-

tor of Multicultural Affairs, 

Jennifer Maraña, 

Ayanbadejo shared his jour-

ney and advocacy for the 

LGBT Community. As a 

straight man married with 

children, Ayanbadejo has 

taken on the double stand-

ards of love and equality 

that still often deny gay and 

lesbian couples in many 

states to legally marry, giv-

ing them the protections 

and bene-

fits under 

the law of 

marriage. 

Consider-

ing his own 

experience 

with dis-

crimination 

as an Afri-

can Ameri-

can man, 

Ayanbadejo drew 

comparisons to the 

interpersonal and institutionalized patterns of racism 

and homophobia in our American culture. 

Ayanbadejo had a special appeal to the young people 

and college students to promote the concept of diver-

sity across sexual orientation boundaries as his prede-

cessors did for African American rights and equality.  

The event was 

sponsored by 

CCPS, McDan-

iel College, Car-

roll Community 

College, 

NAACP, and 

the Ira and Mary 

Zepp Center for 

Nonviolence and 

Peace Educa-

tion. 

C 
arroll County Public 

Schools held its Fifth 

Annual “A Day On 

Not A Day Off” event in 

recognition and celebration of 

Martin Luther King, Jr. on 

Monday, January 20, 2014 at 

McDaniel College. This year’s 

theme was “The Dream Lives 

On: We’re Still Marching.” 

Participants viewed pictures 

from the 50
th
 Anniversary of 

the March on Washington on 

August 24, 2013. After learn-

ing about songs sung by those 

in the March on Washington, 

participants created signs with 

non-violent protest messages, 

modeled off of those used by 

individuals during the March. 

Participants then put together 

care packages as a service 

learning project, and went on a 

march through Westminster 

to Sheppard’s Staff, where 

they delivered the care packag-

es, and to Union Street. Upon 

returning to campus, partici-

pants enjoyed lunch and fin-

ished the day with a reflection 

on this year’s “A Day On Not 

A Day Off.” 
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Special points of interest: 

 Former Baltimore Ravens 

player speaks at McDaniel. 

 Successful collaboration 

results in Fifth Annual “A 

Day On Not A Day Off.” 

 College student reflects on 

the similarities and differ-

ences between President 

Obama and Martin Luther 

King, Jr. 
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rallied his people around civil injustice 

from the pulpit and in the picket line. Dr. 

King stated that he went where the injus-

tice was and passionately believed that the 

direct action of a march or a picket line 

would open the door to negotiation.   

President Obama is a leader edu-

cated in the legal system. He leads from 

the safety and security of the oval office, 

with the backing of his party. His leader-

ship focuses in the domestic affairs of our 

country, but he is also seen as a leader in 

the free world. President Obama says that 

the United States has a stake in a peaceful 

world because we are a leader in that 

world. He states that we must be a source 

of hope to victims of prejudice because 

peace in our time requires that we contin-

ue to advance the principles of freedom 

for all.  He speaks of the “…Fidelity to our 

founding principles,” but knows that his 

leadership must extend beyond the United 

States. 

“Civil Rights” has changed a dras-

tic amount over the years, and not only 

refers to racial equality, but also to gay 

rights, women’s rights, rights of immigrants 

and the civil rights of all people, in our 

own country as well as other countries. I 

fully believe that all people deserve dignity 

and an equal quality of life; no matter their 

race, their sexual orientation, their gender, 

or any other factor regarding who they are, 

they should be allowed the same rights and 

opportunities as everyone else. 

W 
hile history has docu-

mented President 

Barack Obama and 

Martin Luther King, Jr. as champions of 

civil rights, the times in which they lived 

and the manner in which they led are dif-

ferent.  Both men are known as exception-

al and charismatic orators, speaking direct-

ly to their audience and engaging the audi-

ence’s attention. Additionally, their leader-

ship styles are similar in that they both 

display a strong passion for what they be-

lieve to be right, and are able to effectively 

communicate that passion to motivate 

their audiences toward action. Ways in 

which their approaches to civil rights differ 

include what topics their fights encompass, 

how they employ their professional back-

grounds, and their overall leadership 

styles. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life 

was consumed in his strive for the equality 

of black people. His focus on inequality 

was a narrow path. And it needed to be. At 

the time when Dr. King was fighting for 

equality, the world was a segregated and 

dangerous place for black people. There 

was no time to worry about women’s rights 

or gay rights when black people were not 

allowed in many 

public places, 

were not afforded 

many of the basic 

opportunities that 

white people were 

allowed, and when 

black people were 

often the victims 

of many hate 

crimes.  

In Presi-

dent Barack Obama’s second inaugural 

address, he spoke about racial equality, 

equality for women, equality for our gay 

and lesbian population and the immigrant 

population. President Obama spoke of 

our journey towards equality and says that 

it is not complete until women earn a liv-

ing equal to their efforts; our gay brothers 

and sisters are afforded the same laws; all 

citizens, no matter their color, have the 

same opportunities; and we find a better 

way to welcome immi-

grants to our country.  

President Obama stated, 

“We the people declare 

today that the most evi-

dent of truths that all of 

us are created equal…is 

the star that guides us 

still; just as it guided our 

forebears.” 

Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. often refer-

ences civil rights as it re-

lates to his religious be-

liefs. He cited religious 

writers many times in his letters, and his 

leadership remained religious regardless of 

his audiences. He was first and foremost a 

minister. In a letter, Dr. King stated, 

“Hence segregation is not only politically, 

economically, and sociologically unsound, 

it is morally wrong and sinful.” 

When speaking of civil rights, 

President Barack Obama refers frequently 

to our legal systems and writings of politi-

cal people. In his second inaugural ad-

dress, President Obama cited from the 

Declaration of Independence: “We hold 

these truths to be 

self-evident, that 

all men are creat-

ed equal; that 

they are en-

dowed by their 

Creator with 

certain unaliena-

ble rights.” 

While he did 

cite God and his 

plea for God to 

bless us several 

times in his speech, religion is not his 

foundation for leadership. President 

Obama approaches equality as a political 

leader whereas Dr. King approached it as 

a religious leader.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a 

grassroots leader, as one who organizes 

people to fight in justice. King is writing his 

letter from a Birmingham jail because he 

was arrested at a sit-in demonstration for 

civil liberties for the black man. Dr. King 

College student compares President Obama and MLK  

“Civil Rights” has changed a drastic 

amount over the years, and not only 

refers to racial equality, but also to gay 

rights, women’s rights, rights of 

immigrants and the civil rights of all 

people, in our own country as well as 

other countries. “ 
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layer plot keep the reader fending off in-

terruptions and turning the pages. The 

LGBT community, the faith community, 

parents, mentors, teachers, and teens will 

find In Our Midst of particular value but it 

is the general public that will find satisfac-

tion in a good yarn that suddenly means so 

much more. 

I 
t is 1990 and Stanton, Indiana is a 

typical town with church youth 

groups, a bustling diner, a summer 

Wood Carving Festival, and a busy mayor 

who also runs the mortuary. But, this is 

not to be confused with a Norman Rock-

well setting. The Gulf War is breaking out, 

Ryan White's family lives nearby, and 

AIDS is sweeping the nation. Despite all 

that, Stanton does not appear to have any 

gay or lesbian people, or so it seems to 

Victor Beck, who worries about 

himself because he is attract-

ed to boys. He distracts 

himself with his 

photography 

and tries to push 

aside his mother's 

interest in his so-

cial life. As high 

school life unfolds, 

Victor gets acquainted 

with a new girl in town 

and begins to wonder if 

he has it wrong. Could he 

like Bridget in "that way"? 

For her part, Bridget is learn-

ing her way around Stanton, 

having just moved from Chicago 

with her mom and sister. She is mourning 

her father who died of cancer and has 

strong ideas about loyalty 

and compassion for 

friends, which are soon to 

be tested. Meanwhile, a 

second and earlier story 

unfolds of a Korean War 

soldier, Vaughn Evanston, 

who died the day he re-

turned home to Stanton. 

His grieving parents learn 

that he had a gay lover and 

their decisions about how 

to respond to that 

knowledge fuel the cycles 

of secrecy, love, grief, 

and memories that 

propel the story for-

ward. The stories of Victor and 

Vaughn become entwined and the 

good people of Stanton have to 

wrestle with their history, their 

prejudices, and their commit-

ment to the health and wel-

fare of their children. In 

Our Midst is general inter-

est fiction that exposes the 

raw vein of homophobia in our 

society. The book involves an ensemble 

cast of sympathetic characters who are 

recognizable to all of us. The nuanced 

writing, the staccato events, and the multi-

Detailed synopsis of In Our Midst  
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In Our Midst  is Mar-

tha Johnson’s (pictured 

above) first novel. 

Johnson’s career has 

extended the govern-

ment, IT, architecture, 

strategic counseling, 

and auto industry.  

• Biographical infor-

mation from http://

inourmidstthenovel.com/ 

and photo courtesy of 

Erin Snell. 

• Synopsis from Amazon.com 

"Embracing our LGBT Community" Conference"Embracing our LGBT Community" Conference"Embracing our LGBT Community" Conference   

Date:Date: May 16, 2014 

Time:Time: 8:15-8:45 Breakfast (sponsored by St. Paul's United Church of Christ and 
PFLAG Westminster-Carroll County), 8:45 - 1:30 Conference (lunch provided) 

Location:Location: Carroll County Board of Education Building, Charles I. Ecker Board 
Room 

 

Other information: 

- Keynote Speaker: Michael Eselun, co-founder and chair of a non-profit volunteer 
speakers bureau called GLIDE (Gays and Lesbians Initiating Dialogue for Equali-
ty) 

- The guest author is: Martha Johnson (author of In Our Midst) 

- There will be also be a panel discussion 

http://inourmidstthenovel.com/
http://inourmidstthenovel.com/
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Lynn Wheeler, Director of Carroll County Public Library, was 
named Recipient of the 22nd Annual Human Relations Award 

Fran Bartle
tt fo

r her m
any ye

ars of 

servic
e to CCRE—Thank you! 

Dr. Faye Pappalardo to retire from her position as 

President of Carroll Community College 

Dr. Faye Pappalardo, became the second president of Carroll Community College on July 1, 1999. 

A native of Philadelphia, PA, Dr. Pappalardo earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Secondary Education from Mount 

Saint Mary’s College, a Master of Science degree in Higher Education from Johns Hopkins University, and a Master of 

Arts degree in Higher Adult Education from Columbia University. She also received her Doctorate in Higher and Adult 

Education from Columbia University and completed Harvard University's Institute for the Management of Lifelong 

Education. 

She studied French in the masters program at Catholic University. She also studied abroad and received a certificate in 

French Studies from L’Institut Catholique de Paris. 

Dr. Pappalardo began her career in education in the 1960s, teaching in junior and senior high schools and serving as head of a foreign language department. In 1972, 

she was appointed dean of the College at Bay College in Baltimore, MD. From 1975 to 1977, Dr. Pappalardo served as a planning assistant for the National Center for 

College and University Long-Range Planning and consulted for the Science Research Association in New York. 

Dr. Pappalardo served as a member of the administrative team at Baltimore City Community College. 

Dr. Pappalardo joined Carroll Community College as director of Student Services. She served as executive vice president and associate president before being appointed 

president of the college. She has been a part of Carroll Community College’s leadership team for twenty years. The Carroll County resident's distinguished career en-

compasses working in all aspects of higher education, including academic affairs, student affairs, planning, research, finance, budgeting, and resource development. 

The president is very active in her community and has received several awards. Dr. Pappalardo presently serves on the Carroll County Economic Development Com-

mission. She has served as chair of the Board of Directors of the Carroll County Chamber of Commerce. She was vice-chair of the Board of Directors of Carroll Hos-

pice. 

Dr. Pappalardo is committed to establishing Carroll Community College as the premier center of learning in Carroll County. She supports an academic environment 

that puts students first and ensures the college is accessible and affordable to all Carroll County citizens. 

Biography and photo from Carroll Community College’s website. 




