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CCRE Newsletter 
Dr. Esa speaks about “Our Muslim Community” 

C CRE hosted its annual diversity 

conference this year focusing on 

“Our Muslim Community.” Held at 

the Carroll County Board of Education on May 

1st, this year’s gathering attracted approximate-

ly 100 registrants. Dr. Mohamed Esa from 

McDaniel College was the keynote speaker. Dr. 

Esa began his remarks with recognition to 

young people in attendance including students 

from Silver Oak Academy in Middleburg, Mary-

land (Carroll County) followed by honoring his 

mentor and Carroll County native Dr. Ira Zepp, 

also from McDaniel College. 

Dr. Esa’s address focused on the theme that the world’s major religions have more in com-

mon than differences. Islam, in its genuine form, shares principles of nonviolence, charity, and 

respect for others – embracing differences of race, ethnicity, nationality and color. Accepting 

other religions is a “core belief” of the Muslim faith. Dr. Esa made a point to emphasize that 

violent groups such as ISIS are a splinter group that does not genuinely reflect the Islamic 

view of a “golden age” presence in the world. Governments and inquisitions don’t always rep-

resent the people and peace-loving sentiments of the population. We can see evidence of that 

false genuineness in American and World history. 

A major tenet of Islam, practiced by approximately 1.3 billion world citizens, is commitment 

to good works and values often associated with the Ten Com-

mandments - more typically associated with Christianity in 

American culture. Dr. Esa shared ten rules of dialogue that 

have the potential to move people closer to each other in 

shared humanity, respect, and common ground. 

 Questions unite and Answers divide 

 If you think you have the truth, you will never know the 

truth when it comes 

 The more I get to know you, the more of myself I see in 

you and the less strange you are to me (Rabbi Jacob Neusner) 

Is there hope for the future? Dr. Esa left us with much to appre-

ciate and anticipate that was left to him by his father and later 

Dr. Zepp. He quoted his father: “I will treat you as I would like 

to be treated, and hopefully even better,” and quoted Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King: “Only when it’s dark, can we see the stars.”  

Let’s move forward, brothers and sisters, learning to share the 

light offered to us. 

Note: A DVD copy of Dr. Esa’s keynote address is available from Gary ghoneman@ccysb.org 

Summer 2015 

Contributed by Gary Honeman 

 • Photo courtesy of Gary Honeman. 

Dr. Esa speaks with a student 

from Silver Oak Academy. • 

Photo courtesy of Gary Honeman. 
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Upcoming CCPL Events 
Mark your calendar for the following events at Carroll County Public Library: 

 

Join us on Saturday, August 15th at 2 pm in the Eldersburg Branch for an exciting author 

event with Warren Dorsey and Jack McBride White as they discuss White’s book, In Carrie’s 

Footprints: The Long Walk of Warren Dorsey. Mr. White’s uplifting book takes us on a won-

derfully research and beautifully written journey with Carroll County, Maryland’s Dorsey 

family. Mr. Dorsey, who is 94, and the grandson of a slave, will speak of his family’s resili-

ence and strength in the face of discrimination and extreme poverty. 

(Currents, Summer 2015) 

This is A Celebrating America program. 

 

The Faith Club is currently taking a summer break, but will resume on the first Tuesday of 

the month at 7 pm in the Finksburg Branch beginning in 

September. 

 

If you are interested in reading about faith and having an interfaith dialog, please consider 

joining the discussion at The Faith Club, where a broad spectrum of beliefs will be explored 

in an informative and respectful atmosphere. The program is presented by Carroll County 

Interfaith Council and hosted by Carroll County Public Library. 

Join us on Saturday, November 7th at 2 pm in the Eldersburg Branch for a fantastic au-
thor event with Sue Ellen Thompson as she discusses her fifth book of poetry, They.  They 
explores the journey of her multigenerational family as they face the challenges posed by 
the gender identity of a family member. Sue Ellen Thompson’s poems have been included in 
the Best American Poetry Series, as well as read on NPR by Garrison Keillor.  

W e were honored to have Dr. Mubina Kirma-

ni with us during the conference to share 

some of her knowledge about raising reli-

gious awareness and understanding within schools and class-

rooms. Dr. Kirmani is a professor in the Department of Early 

Childhood Education at Towson University. She works with 

teachers as they work with the young students in their class-

rooms. Dr. Mubina Kirmani has coauthored professional books 

for educators on the topic of religious diversity, as well as pic-

ture books for children. 

 

During the afternoon hours of our conference, Dr. Kirmani led us 

in several activities. Participants were encouraged to reflect on 

their own religious experiences or practices that were familiar to 

them. This served to increase our awareness of the religious 

diversity and knowledge within the room. By discussing scenari-

os that may occur in the school environment, participants be-

came problem-solvers. Dr. Kirmaini’s presentation was engag-

ing, as was the interactive reading of her picture book, Wander-

ing Wind. Thanks to Dr. Kirmani, participants were equipped 

with tools to use when talking with children about religious di-

versity. Her words were the perfect ending to an informative 

conference, as she sent us out into the world and our local com-

munity with a message of diversity and respect. 

 

Let us be mindful that the wind wanders as it will. It blows over 

oceans and touches every land. Not only are we connected by 

the wind, the air we breathe, but we are connected by our hu-

man desire to find meaning in our existence. We walk many 

different paths on this journey, but we are all connected by our 

search for meaning. 
  

Contributed by Erin Snell 

Dr. Kirmani discusses religion at the annual CCRE conference 2015 

Contributed by Erin Snell 



  

CCPS holds its twelfth annual  ETM/ESOL Summer Institute 

  

O n Thursday, June 18, 2015 at Winters Mill High 
School, Carroll County Public Schools celebrated 
its annual ETM/ESOL Summer Leadership Insti-

tute. Although it was small in attendance, it was strong in 
workshops and discussions. Rachel McCusker, CCPS’s Teach-
er of the Year, gave the keynote address to the attendees. 
The workshops ranged from working International Parents 
and Building Strong Families to Creating a Safe School and 
Race, among many other topics. 

The Institute was supported by many community members, 
including Jean Lewis from the NAACP Carroll County Chap-
ter, Virginia Harrison from the Human Rights Commission, 
Dr. Charles Collyer and  Dr. Pam Zappardino from the Ira and 
Mary Zepp Center for Nonviolence and Peace Education. 

Each year we honor an educator and an administrator who 

support the education of all students by incorporating the 
principles of ETM and leadership, serving as resources and 
role models for their colleagues, and promoting a welcoming 
and positive school climate that reaches out to students and 
their families. These outstanding educators adapt to needs 
of all student groups as well as faculty. The two educators 
honored this year were Sharon Lilly, Assistant Principal at 
North Carroll Middle, and Charles Evans, teacher at East 
Middle School. 

During lunch, Pamela Mesta, Supervisor of ESOL, spoke to 
the group about Moment of Being a Hero. It was a very inter-
active session. 

Many participants provided positive feedback about the 
Twelfth ETM/ESOL Institute. 

Contributed by Pat Levroney 

Supreme Court rules Marriage Equality in all 50 states 

CCPS puts on its 12th annual ETM/ESOL Summer Institute 

Dr. Mohamed Esa’s presentation at the CCRE Conference 


