
Inside this issue: 

13th Annual Freedom Fund     
Banquet ................................ 1 

PFLAG– Westminster ............ 2 

ETM/ESOL Summer Inst. ....... 3 

CCPL Book Reviews ............... 3-4 

Love One Another.…………….. 5 

V. Harrison Recognition & CCRE 
Fundraising ……………...…… … 6 

 

CCRE Newsletter 
Carroll County NAACP Holds 13th Annual        
Freedom Fund Banquet 

T he Carroll County NAACP held their thirteenth annual Freedom Fund Banquet 

at Martin’s Westminster on Friday, October 16th.  Their guest speaker was Mar-

yland’s Lieutenant Governor Boyd Rutherford.  Union Bridge Mayor, Perry 

Jones, kept the program moving along as the Master of Ceremonies.  Maryland State Con-

ference NAACP President, Gerald Stansbury, provided greet-

ings to the attendees, then several community members 

were recognized.  Community member Betty Lee was hon-

ored for work that she had done getting Henryton State Hos-

pital recognized with a historical site sign.  They also recog-

nized the Community Media Center for covering the organi-

zation’s two big events each year that are then aired later on 

the local cable network.  Entertainment for the evening was 

provided by Strawbridge United Methodist Church’s Women 

of Worship, who performed a choreographed dance, along 

with a profound spoken word performance by Westminster 

High School Senior Nicole Banks reciting Ernestine Johnson’s 

poem, The Average Black Girl.  Chief Legislative Officer for 

the Maryland Office of Governor ,Joseph Getty, introduced 

Lieutenant Governor Rutherford as a longtime friend.  Ruth-

erford then updated the attendees on Governor Hogan’s 

medical condition and gave a few highlights of successes they’ve achieved thus far in their  

leadership.  Examples he gave included: reduced taxes, reduced fees, and other eliminated 

fees benefiting Maryland families across the state.  Jean Lewis, President of the Carroll 

County NAACP, closed the evening with a few remarks and a token of appreciation to  Ruth-

erford.  The Carroll County NAACP will hold its next big event, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Breakfast, on Saturday, January 9th at Martin’s Westminster. 

Contributed By:  Mrs. Jean Lewis, President of the Carroll County NAACP 

 

 



 
 

 

Did You Know That We Have a PFLAG Chapter in 

Carroll County? 

PFLAG  is a national non-profit organization made up of parents, families, 

friends, and allies uniting with people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender and queer (LGBTQ). PFLAG is committed to advancing equality 

through its mission of support, education and advocacy. PFLAG  has more 

than 350 chapters and 200,000 members and supporters crossing multiple 

generations of American families in major urban centers, small cities, and ru-

ral areas in all 50 states and Puerto Rico.  This vast grassroots network is culti-

vated, resourced and supported by the PFLAG National Office (located in 

Washington, D.C.), the national Board of Directors the Regional Directors 

Council, and our many advisory councils and boards. PFLAG is a nonprofit or-

ganization not affiliated with any political or religious organization.  PFLAG 

has an excellent national website where you can find out more about the na-

tional organization and it’s resources: www.pflag.org 

Our Chapter Mission Statement 

The mission of PFLAG Westminster-Carroll County is to welcome all people, gay, straight, bisexual, transgender, 

queer or questioning and their families, friends, and allies. Together, we support each other, educate the broader 

community, and advocate for equality. 

You are invited to attend PFLAG meetings! 

Anyone and everyone, including friends, attend our community meetings for different reasons. Lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender, “queer” or questioning persons (LGBTQ) and their family members may come to a PFLAG 

meeting because they are dealing with personal issues and need support, resources or a listening ear. Some-

times LGBTQ persons and family members attend to support other parents adjusting to the news that their child 

is LGBTQ. Transgender persons or their family members may have somewhat different issues, but whoever 

needs support and greater understanding about gender identity or expression and sexual orientation is wel-

come. Straight persons come to meetings because they simply want to help the LGBTQ rights movement or 

they want to help a friend who is LGBTQ or they are curious about how to handle LGBTQ issues that face today’s 

society. Some people attend PFLAG just to learn how to stand up for the rights of LGBTQ persons or just be-

cause they are curious about doing more to support LGBTQ persons. There are many different types of people 

who come and all are welcome. You always have a home in PFLAG. You can count on it. 

When:  Regular monthly Meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month (with the exception of June).  

Time:  5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Location:   St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 17 Bond (at Green Street), Westminster, MD. 

Submitted by Joy Fisher, President of the Westminster-Carroll County PFLAG chapter 

http://www.pflag.org


  

CCPS Holds its Twelfth Annual ETM/ESOL Summer Institute 

  

O n Thursday, June 18, 2015 at Winters Mill High 
School, Carroll County Public Schools celebrated 
its annual ETM/ESOL Summer Leadership Insti-

tute. Although it was small in attendance, it was strong in 
workshops and discussions. Rachel McCusker, CCPS’s Teach-
er of the Year, gave the keynote address to the attendees. 
The workshops ranged from working International Parents 
and Building Strong Families to Creating a Safe School and 
Race, among many other topics. 

The Institute was supported by many community members, 
including Jean Lewis from the NAACP Carroll County Chap-
ter, Virginia Harrison from the Human Rights Commission, 
Dr. Charles Collyer and  Dr. Pam Zappardino from the Ira and 
Mary Zepp Center for Nonviolence and Peace Education. 

Each year we honor an educator and an administrator who  

support the education of all students by incorporating the 
principles of ETM and leadership, serving as resources and 
role models for their colleagues, and promoting a welcoming 
and positive school climate that reaches out to students and 
their families. These outstanding educators adapt to needs 
of all student groups as well as faculty. The two educators 
honored this year were Sharon Lilly, Assistant Principal at 
North Carroll Middle, and Charles Evans, teacher at East 
Middle School. 

During lunch, Pamela Mesta, Supervisor of ESOL, spoke to 
the group about Moment of Being a Hero. It was a very inter-
active session. 

Many participants provided positive feedback about the 
Twelfth ETM/ESOL Institute. 

Contributed by Pat Levroney 

Check out These Titles from Carroll County Public Library: 

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson 

 

 

Bryan Stevenson is the founder of the Equal Justice Initiative, based in Montgomery, Alabama and he 

works tirelessly for the condemned.  

“Unfairness in the justice system is a major theme of our age. . . . This book brings new life to the story by 

placing it in two affecting contexts: Stevenson’s life work and the deep strain of racial injustice in American life. . . . You don’t 

have to read too long to start cheering for this man. Against tremendous odds, Stevenson has worked to free scores of people 

from wrongful or excessive punishment, arguing five times before the Supreme Court. . . . The book extols not his nobility but 

that of the cause, and reads like a call to action for all that remains to be done. . . . The message of the book, hammered home 

by dramatic examples of one man’s refusal to sit quietly and countenance horror, is that evil can be overcome, a difference can 

be made. Just Mercy will make you upset and it will make you hopeful. . . . Stevenson has been angry about [the criminal justice 

system] for years, and we are all the better for it.”—Ted Conover, The New York Times Book Review 

Just Mercy received the Carnegie Medal for Nonfiction, the NAACP Image Award for Nonfiction, and the Books for a Better 

Life Award. Just Mercy was a finalist for the Los Angeles Book Prize, a finalist for the Kirkus Reviews Prize, and an Ameri-

can Library Association Notable Book.   

 



  

  

 

The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander 

This book directly challenges the notion that the election of Barack Obama signals a new era of colorblindness. 

With dazzling candor, legal scholar Michelle Alexander argues that "we have not ended racial caste in America; 

we have merely redesigned it." By targeting black men through the War on Drugs and decimating communities 

of color, the U.S. criminal justice system functions as a contemporary system of racial control—relegating mil-

lions to a permanent second-class status—even as it formally adheres to the principle of colorblindness.  

Alexander, M. (2011). The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. New York, NY: New Press.               

(back cover). 

 

Time on Two Crosses: The Collected Writings: The Collected Writings of Bayard Rustin  

Bayard Rustin (1912-1987) was a well-known and respected civil rights leader. He was a political advisor to Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and an organizer of the 1963 March on Washington. However, Bayard Rustin was an 

outsider in the black civil rights circles of his time because he was a gay man.  With a foreword written by 

Barack Obama, this collection of Bayard’s writings includes his writings on gay rights. This collection truly re-

flects his “full range of interests and activism” (Naegle, 2015). 

“Whether the issue was human rights, labor, disarmament, immigration reform, or civil rights for all, Bayard spoke with a voice that 

was rooted in his belief in the oneness of the human family.” - Walter Naegle (Bayard’s partner and the executor and ar-

chivist of the Bayard Rustin Estate) 

 Picture books for the young people in your life: 

Sail Away is a beautifully illustrated book of poems by Langston Hughes. This newly published picture book 

features artwork by Ashley Bryan. 

The Case for Loving: The Fight for Interracial Marriage by Selina Alko 

“Tell the court I love my wife, and it is just unfair that I can’t live with her in Virginia.”   - Richard Loving 

It seems shocking to young people today that in 1967 five states viewed interracial marriage as a crime. This 

new picture book tells the story of Mildred and Richard Loving who took their case to the Supreme Court in 

Loving vs. Virginia. The court found that it was unconstitutional to make marriage a crime because of race.  Selina Alko tells this story 

in way that is very accessible to children ages 4-8.  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Erin Snell (Outreach  Services, Carroll County Public Library) 



  

  

“Love One Another Always and In All Ways” 
Ira Zepp 

 

The new Zepp memorial fountain located in front of Baker Memorial Chapel on the campus of McDaniel College is a 

living legacy to Dr. Ira Zepp, longtime professor and human rights activist in our community.   The Zepp memorial is a 
gift from Mr. Victor McTeer, one of Dr. Zepp’s students and one of McDaniel’s first African American graduates in 1969.   
Mr. McTeer is now a member of McDaniel’s Board of Trustees, and a celebrated civil rights attorney.  The dedication of 
the Zepp Memorial Plaza was held on October 17th during McDaniel’s Homecoming.   
"I hope it becomes a place of peace and a celebration of diversity. It's important to remember in this space that all people 
are treated equally and fairly with an opportunity to be whatever they want to become," McTeer said.  "We wanted to 
give honor to God for blessing me as part of the college campus and to honor Rev. Ira Zepp, my mentor, for his wise 
council and spirit."   McTeer was one of two black students on campus, and his time at the school was very difficult. He 

said the college has made great steps forward, and now 30 percent of McDaniel's student population are people of color.  
 
Dr. Zepp passed away in August, 2009 following a lifetime of advocacy and inspiration to students devoting their lives to civil rights, peace and 

social justice.  An ordained Methodist minister, Dr. Zepp pastored churches in New Jersey, Massachusetts and Maryland before joining the 

McDaniel faculty in 1963 as dean of the chapel.  It was a tenet of Dr. Zepp's that questions unite while answers divide and that the purpose of 

becoming educated and acquiring knowledge is for it to be used for the common good of all mankind.  Dr. Zepp had served on the committee 

that helped desegregate many restaurants in Westminster, and his civil rights work sometimes took him off campus.  In 1965, he participated 

in the historic march on Selma, Ala., with Dr. King and other civil rights demonstrators. 

One of Dr. Zepp's favorite sayings was: "To know and not to act is not to know." 

"By virtue of taking stands you will have some people who are on the other side. I've made enemies, but I never think of them as enemies," he 

said in an interview with The Hill, the McDaniel alumni magazine. "I will love the hell out of them, or better yet, heaven into them." 

Dr. Zepp was the author of more than a dozen books, including three on Dr. King. He came from tenant farmer parents and from that perspec-

tive saw the world. He never forgot the poor and the disadvantaged. His activism was rooted in reality and love.   

"A teacher is someone who is devoted to students and is willing to endure the vertigo of vulnerability which inevitably accompanies the inti-

macy of human relationships and unanswered questions," Dr. Zepp wrote. "This is the pedagogy of the heart."  

*Excerpts from this article were taken from public information available through McDaniel College and the Carroll County Times. 

Gary Honeman, Member CCRE  

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carroll Citizens for Racial Equality is a small, all volunteer organization.  We pro-
mote equality within our community and provide public programming that will in-
crease understanding among diverse groups of people.  We depend on donations 
from you who support our work in order to continue these efforts. Please make a 
donation now at our page on the Community Foundation of Carroll County’s web-
site at http://www.carrollcommunityfoundation.org/funds.asp?fund_id=107  .  To-
gether we can make a difference for everyone in Carroll County. 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Ms. Virginia Harrison as the 2015 recipient of the Boy Scouts of 
America “Good Scout” Award.  This honor is bestowed annually in Carroll County 
for citizens demonstrating leadership and community commitment.   In addition 
to serving on the Carroll County Board of Education, Ms. Harrison holds positions 
on numerous organizational boards and donates her time with diverse volunteer 
initiatives.   The recognition breakfast was held on December 2nd at the American 
Legion in Sykesville. 

http://www.carrollcommunityfoundation.org/funds.asp?fund_id=107

